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The Manny Files - Christian Burch Accelerated Reader® Level:  5.2� 
     "Be interesting." That's what the manny – a male nanny or babysitter - tells Keats Dalinger the first 
time he packs Keats's school lunch, but for Keats that's not always the easiest thing to do. Even 
though he's the only boy at home, it always feels like no one ever remembers him. His sisters, Lulu, 
India and Belly are everywhere and seem to attract all the attention.  
     But now the manny is the Dalinger's new babysitter, and things are starting to look up. It seems as 
though the manny always knows the right thing to do. Not everyone likes the manny as much as 
Keats does, however. Lulu finds the manny embarrassing, and she's started to make a list of all the 
crazy things that he does.  Keats is worried. What if Lulu's "Manny Files" makes his parents fire the 
manny? Who will teach him how to be interesting? 
 
Artemis Fowl - Eoin Colfer Accelerated Reader® Level:  5.0 
     Twelve-year-old Artemis Fowl is a millionaire, a genius—and, above all, a criminal mastermind. 
But even Artemis doesn’t know what he’s taken on when he kidnaps a fairy, Captain Holly Short of 
the LEPrecon Unit. 
 
Hush - Jacqueline Woodson Accelerated Reader® Level:  4.2 
     Toswiah Green. Evie Thomas. One girl. Two names. Two lives. When her police officer father 
witnesses two white cops killing a black boy, he makes the heart-wrenching decision to testify against 
his former friends. Overnight, thanks to the witness protection program, Toswiah becomes Evie, and 
she and her family leave their idyllic Denver, Colorado, life far behind. Toswiah's previously happy, 
lighthearted mother abruptly turns to religion, her big sister makes secret plans to escape the family, 
and her proud father collapses inward to a depressed, almost catatonic state. Adolescent Toswiah--
now Evie--copes as best she can, taking up track and field in school, and trying to fathom who she is, 
and who she is becoming. 
 
A Single Shard - Linda Sue Park Accelerated Reader® Level:  6.6  
     Tree-ear, an orphan, lives under a bridge in Ch'ulp'o, a potters" village famed for delicate celadon 
ware. He has become fascinated with the potter's craft; he wants nothing more than to watch master 
potter Min at work, and he dreams of making a pot of his own someday. When Min takes Tree-ear on 
as his helper, Tree-ear is elated until he finds obstacles in his path: the backbreaking labor of digging 
and hauling clay, Min's irascible temper, and his own ignorance. But Tree-ear is determined to prove 
himself even if it means taking a long, solitary journey on foot to present Min's work in the hope of a 
royal commission . . . even if it means arriving at the royal court with nothing to show but a single 
celadon shard. 
 
 
 



 
100 Cupboards - N. D. Wilson Accelerated Reader® Level:  4.2 
     Twelve-year-old Henry York wakes up one night to find bits of plaster in his hair. Two knobs have 
broken through the wall above his bed and one of them is slowly turning.  Henry scrapes the plaster 
off the wall and discovers cupboards of all different sizes and shapes. Through one he can hear the 
sound of falling rain. Through another he sees a glowing room–with a man pacing back and forth! 
Henry soon understands that these are not just cupboards, but portals to other worlds. 
 
Esperanza Rising – Pam Munoz Ryan Accelerated Reader® Level:  5.3 
     Esperanza and her mother are forced to leave their life of wealth and privilege in Mexico to go 
work in the labor camps of Southern California, where they must adapt to the harsh circumstances 
facing Mexican farm workers on the eve of the Great Depression. 
 
The Book of Story Beginnings - Kristin Kladstrup Accelerated Reader® Level:  4.5� 
     The year is 1914, and a boy named Oscar living in rural Iowa finds a book called "The Book of 
Story Beginnings." The book is blank, except for one story beginning written by someone a long time 
ago, and Oscar writes the beginnings of three stories in it. Then he disappears, and his family never 
hears from him again. 
     Almost a hundred years later, Oscar's great-niece, Lucy Martin, moves into the house in Iowa with 
her family. Lucy finds the Book of Story Beginnings, and after reading Oscar's story beginnings, she 
writes one of her own. That's when the trouble starts. Lucy's father turns into a bird and flies away, 
and just at that moment, Oscar reappears. Oscar tells her his story, a story that was set into motion 
by what he wrote in the Book. Then he and Lucy set out to find and rescue her father and set things 
right. 
 
Dormia - Jake Halpern Accelerated Reader® Level:  5.8 
     After learning of his ancestral ties to Dormia, a hidden kingdom in the Ural Mountains whose 
inhabitants possess the ancient power of “wakeful sleeping,” twelve-year-old Alfonso sets out on a 
mission to save the kingdom from destruction, discovering secrets that lurk in his own sleep. 
 
Charles and Emma – Deborah Heiligman Accelerated Reader® Level:  7.6 
 This book, a biography of English naturalist Charles Darwin, provides an account of the 
personality behind evolutionary theory and the affect of his work on his personal life, such as his 
relationship with his religious wife. 
      
Nicky Deuce: Welcome to the Family – Charles Fleming Accelerated Reader® Level:  3.4  
     It’s July, and Nicholas Borelli’s parents are scheduled to spend two weeks on a cruise while 
Nicholas is at summer camp. The night before he is to leave, however, there’s an explosion in the 
septic system and camp is canceled. The only place for Nicholas to go instead is to his grandmother’s 
house in Bensonhurst, Brooklyn, New York.  Nicholas’s father grew up in Brooklyn and is the place 
his father left and never talks about. Nicholas has never been there, and he doesn’t want to go now. 
But when Nicholas tastes his grandma Tutsi’s meatballs for the first time, gets a nickname from his 
uncle Frankie, and makes a friend in the neighborhood, his feelings about Brooklyn and family begin 
to change. 
 
 

Note:  Book summaries are credited to Amazon.com 


